Back to School! 
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Now that we are well into September, we are into the new school year across the board. 
While most colleges and many K-12 schools already got underway by late August, some 
—like the school which | attended in New York’s Southern Tier—don't traditionally begin 
until the first Wednesday after Labor Day. Since school is now back in session, our first 
highlight from this upload is particularly appropriate, as it features a design that will make 
you recall your days in chemistry.../ know it did for me... 


The man celebrated on this 1959 Swedish medal, J6ns Jacob Berzelius, is often viewed 
as the “father of Swedish chemistry,” and had a large role in the nomenclature of 
elements and compounds. Around the seminude figure, who serves as an allegory for the 
field of science, a number of such elements and compounds are presented—some of the 
latter featuring a form of nomenclature that, though new at the time, has since, in spots, 

been modified. 


Continuing with the theme of schools, no test taking can be complete without a good, old- 
fashioned number 2 pencil. Despite the continued onward march of technology and the 
ever-changing classroom environment, at least the pencil remains an essentially 
unchanged constant of the education system. As such, we have something...unusual... 


While this presents some characteristics that may seem familiar—namely, the medals 
splayed across the top in a mirror imaging of what they would normally be—it isn’t itself a 
medal. Instead, it is a printing plate for what appears to be the American Lead Pencil 
Company for box labels or wrapping. Given the medals present, it would seemingly date 
to the period following the 1867 Paris expo and the 1873 Vienna expo, or the 1876 
Philadelphia expo. No chance of erasing the cool factor for this exonumia-related 
specimen. 
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Occasionally, you'll spend time living in an area and have no idea about a street or 
neighborhood name, and the meaning behind it. Living in San Jose for a number of 
years, | knew the name of Naglee as a street on which one of our favorite restaurants is 
located. Never thinking much of it, | recently acquired this medal on account of its 
Americana theme... 


Issued at the Paris mint in order to celebrate the gallantry of a Civil War general and his 
men, this medal turns out to shed light upon these aspects surprisingly local to San Jose. 
While researching exactly who this individual was, | was surprised to find that he spent 
much of his post-Civil War career in the South Bay, as he had become a major player in 
the banking industry as well as the brandy-making world. So strong were his exploits in 
viticulture and grape planting (both Riesling and Charbono varietals) in San Jose, that he 
came to be known as the “father of California's brandy industry.” As such, it explains why 
there is a street there named for him, as well as a neighborhood, and even a statue. Here 
is a picture of my wife and | at the San Jose Rose Garden—located on Naglee Street, 
and just a few blocks down from said restaurant—a few years back on our first 

anniversary in 2019. Who knew the connection that all of this would have’... 


Given the horse-and-rider theme of the previous medal, it also is made me think about an 
exhibit that we viewed at the DeYoung Museum in San Francisco this past weekend. The 
exhibit, Kehinde Wiley’s An Archaeology of Silence, features numerous paintings and 
bronze sculptures that transform and/or sample from previous works of classical to 
renaissance western art, placing a focus that is decidedly Black upon the subject matter. 
These reimaginings undoubtedly cause the viewer to consider something starkly different 
from that which is normally encountered in such a setting and, when paired against the 
backdrop of systemic racism, violence, and oppression, makes a powerful statement 
about how much of an inclusion void there is. This sculpture, sharing its title with the 
exhibit's name, takes the commonly-encountered equestrian motif, meant to symbolize 
the grandeur of conquest, and instead focuses upon the defeat of the body borne by the 
horse. In this context, the idea of the beast of burden can be lost between the two bodies 
—the horse, or the lifeless one which it bears... 


Wiley’s entire exhibition is meant to instill a sense of belonging to a past, present, and 
future to an entire group unaccustomed to such exposure within the museum setting, or 
the art world more broadly, and instill it upon a world that is often written entirely from the 

vantage point of others. Referring back to the sculpture above, it is clear that a 
completely different concept is created from the previous medal, in that the emphasis 
undoubtedly changes from the gallantry of the general astride his fallen horse, and 
instead to the solemn individual borne upon the steed—begging the question of what 
streets or monuments (if any) will be named or created for him. 
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Moving to other aspects that are museum-worthy, here is a large and impressive medal 
from the hand of Thérése Dufresne... 


Capturing all of the sites of ancient Egypt in tactile relief, it undoubtedly acts as a mini 
Egyptology museum tour in and of itself. 


And finally, following our visit to the DeYoung, we stopped at a local brewery (Magnolia 
Brewing) just east of the museum near the intersection of Haight and Ashbury. With a 
location across from the Tie-Dye Emporium and with such selections as Janis Hoplin and 
Haighterade, there was no mistaking the counterculture history of its environs. Of note— 
the first IPA is solid, the second is dangerous. That brings us to our final highlight of this 
upload—a brewing-related medal from the International Brewery Exposition held in 
Antwerp, Belgium in 1889... 


Featuring the coat-of-arms of the city (along with her seminude “wild” supporters), this 
medal displays a number of brewing implements upon the reverse, making it a great 
piece of breweriana from the waning years of the 19th century. And speaking of the “wild” 
supporters, they would not be that out of place in that particular spot near Haight-Ashbury 
—though the intense lack of clothing would be a bit of an issue, as it is fairly chilly in San 
Francisco no matter how much warmer it may be in the area nearby. 


For all of this upload’s new items, including some van der Passe-style jetons and a pair of 
exceptional Zeppelin medals, please click here or on the banner art at the top of the 
page. Meanwhile, we’ll be back on 2 October for our next selection of art and historical 
medals. 
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